Preliminary Environmental Considerations 
[bookmark: _Hlk91136089]Is this section required?	     o Yes    o No

1. Project Environmental Considerations
INSTRUCTIONS: The following questions are based on the CE Checklists for ground-disturbing projects. Answer each question in the space provided based on available data. Include qualitative discussion as appropriate.
The following questions are intended to be a screening to identify issues that have the potential to substantially impact project cost or schedule. These issues may include other regulatory requirements; need for coordination with other federal state, and/or local agencies; sensitive environment al or cultural resources; or public controversy.

Refer to Preliminary Environmental Considerations Guidance (appendix to the Express Design Guidance) 

[bookmark: _Hlk88224450]Natural Environment Questions
· Species Questions
1.  Are there any known species that may require formal Section 7 consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) or National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)?
Review the current USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPac) tool and note species or designated critical habitat listed in the county(s).
Refer to IPaC (Information for Planning and Consultation) 

2. Are species in the project area noted under the question above covered by a Programmatic Agreement/Biological Opinion under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act?
Contact NCDOT Environmental Policy Unit (EPU) or Division Environmental Officer (DEO) to determine if a programmatic agreement or programmatic biological opinion is applicable. 


3. Could the project result in impacts subject to the conditions of the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA)?
Review the current USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation tool and note if BGEPA species are listed in the county(s). Using ATLAS or other mapping tools, identify large bodies of water (“large” defined by USFWS includes estuaries, large lakes, reservoirs, rivers, and some seacoasts; typically, over 2 acres).
Refer to IPaC (Information for Planning and Consultation)

· Waters Questions
4. Are waters classified as Outstanding Resource Water (ORW), High Quality Water (HOW), Water Supply Watershed Critical Areas, 303(d) listed impaired water bodies, buffer rules, or Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) present?
Using ATLAS, determine the NCDEQ Surface Water Classification of any waters within the project scoping study area and note if any have a WS (Water Supply) classification or supplemental classification of ORW or HQW. Check the current 303(d) list for 303(d) listed waters within the project scoping study area. Determine if the project is within a watershed subject to butter rules.

5. Is the project located in anadromous fish spawning waters?
Review the anadromous fish spawning areas maps on ATLAS to determine if any are within the project scoping study area. 

6. Does the project cross waters of the United States in any of the designated mountain trout streams?
Trout counties are identified on ATLAS and trout waters are identified by their classification in their NCDEQ Surface Water Classification (see Question #10 above). Determine if there are trout streams within the project scoping study area.

7. Would the project involve construction activities in across, or adjacent to a designated Wild and Scenic River present within the project area?
Review ATLAS to determine if there is a Wild and Scenic River within the project scoping study area. 

· Coastal Questions
8. Is the project in a Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) county? 
Review ATLAS to determine it the project is within a CAMA county.

9. Would the project involve Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA) resources?
Review ATLAS to determine if the project scoping study area includes any CBRA resources. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk88224527]Floodway/Floodplain Questions
10. Could the project require work encroaching and adversely affecting a regulatory floodway or work affecting the base floodplain (100-year flood) elevations of a water course or lake, pursuant to Executive Order 11988 and 23 CFR 6 50 subpart A?
Review North Carolina Flood Risk Information System data (available on ATLAS) to determine whether the project scoping study area includes any regulatory floodway and/or base (100-year) floodplain. 
Refer to NC Floodmaps

11. Could the project Involve Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) buyout properties under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)?
If the project is within a flood zone, review property data for locally owned property (county or municipality). If parcel data Is available, determine if any property in the flood zone Is government owned.

Human Environment Questions
· Demographic and Community Questions
12.  Is there any known public controversy based on previous planning studies or input from local agency staff?
Review documentation of public involvement in the CTP, MTP, feasibility studies, or other available planning documents. If needed, contact the NCDOT Transportation Planning Division contact and/or the MPO/RPO director. 

13.  Are there known Environmental Justice (EJ) communities along the corridor (particularly low-income and minority)? Presence may indicate need for public outreach as well as potential impacts. 
Using the NCDOT Demographic Tool, note the total population as well as minority and low-income populations for the county and each Census Block Group in which the project is located. Also note any observations based on review of aerial photography and summarize comments provided by NCDOT Community Studies Group. The EPA’s EJScreen is also a high-level tool that may provide additional context. 
Refer to NCDOT Demographic Tool
Refer to EJScreen

14.  Is the project anticipated to involve a residential or commercial displacement or a substantial amount of right-of-way acquisition?
Consider potential residential and commercial displacements based on proposed right of way.



15. Could the project have a permanent adverse effect on community resources or cohesiveness?
Note reduction in access to community resources, impacts on community resources, or changes to community cohesiveness.

16. Is a project-level analysis for direct, indirect, or cumulative effects required based on input from the NCDOT Community Studies Group?
Summarize comments and recommendations provided by NCDOT Community Studies Group. Include specific type(s) of anticipated analyses if that level of guidance was provided (CCR, CIA, ICE, LUSA, DIST).

17. Is the project consistent with the STIP and where applicable, the Metropolitan Planning Organization's (MPO's) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)?
Note if the project has been added to the STIP, if it is included in an MPO's MTP, or if it is identified in a CTP. If it is not consistent, these documents may need to be updated before the environmental document can be approved.  

18. Would a prime and important farmland soil assessment be required through coordination with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) according to the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA)?
A farmland conversion form under FPPA may be required if the project is in a non-urbanized area and if additional right of way is required.

· Traffic Questions
19. Would the project result in a permanent change on local traffic patterns? 
Addition of a median alone would typically not result in a change in local traffic patterns, unless a project-specific scenario indicated that was anticipated. 

20. Would closing lanes during construction cause substantial disruption?
Note if an offsite detour is recommended or if the maintenance of traffic narrative prepared during the express design evaluation indicated any potential issues. 

21. Does the project involve any changes in access control or the modification or construction of an interchange on an interstate?
Note if the project is proposing any of these.




· [bookmark: _Hlk91135759]Traffic Noise and Air Quality Questions
22. Does the project require a Noise Study? 

o Yes      o No     o Unable to determine at this time

The following types of projects require Noise Studies: 
1. Federally funded Type I Projects (refer to NCDOT Traffic Noise Policy, page 2).
2. State funded projects on a US or Interstate route that is full control of access where the project involves adding a through-traffic lane (refer to NCDOT Traffic Noise Policy, page 3).
Note: If the funding type changes or is unknown this question will need to be revisited.

23. Is the project in an Air Quality non-attainment or maintenance area for a National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)?
Note if the project is located in a county that is in non-attainment or maintenance for a NAAQS.
Refer to North Carolina Nonattainment/Maintenance Status for Each County by Year for All Criteria Pollutants 

· [bookmark: _Hlk88224539]Section 4(f) and 106 Questions
24.  Are there potential Section 4(f) resources along the corridor?
Note the presence of properties that may be subject to Section 4(f), including historic resources, public recreational resources, and wildlife and waterfowl refuges. Note those within the proposed right of way as well as within the project scoping study area.

25.  Are known historic resources present?
Historic resources would require Section 106 and may require Section 4(f). Review NC State Historic Preservation Office GPS data (available on ATLAS) and note the presence of historic properties within the proposed right of way, as well as within the project scoping study. Note - this site does not include archaeological resources.
Refer to NC State Historic Preservation Office GIS data

26. Are there known historic architecture or archaeological resources or indication of potential resources that may result in a Section 106 of the NHPA effects determination other than a no effect?
Refer to question above; also include information relevant to archaeological remains. Projects with new location in undisturbed, forested, and floodplains may indicate higher likelihood of archaeological remains. 



· Protected Lands Questions
27. Could the project require the acquisition of Lands under the protection of Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act or other protected public lands, or other unique areas or special lands that were acquired in fee or easement with public-use money and have deed restrictions or covenants on the property?
Review the list of resources using funds provided through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). Review ATLAS to determine if the project crosses a TVA area. If parcel data is available, use best available information to determine if any of these situations exist.
Refer to Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)

28. Is a Voluntary Agriculture District (VAD) or Enhanced Voluntary Agriculture District (EVAD) present?
Review VAD and EVAD data to determine if the project is near one of these parcels. Data is available by county, some of which is available on ATLAS. If the project may affect a VAD/EVAD property, analysis and public outreach may be needed. 

[bookmark: _Hlk88224505]Document Type, Agency Involvement and Permitting Questions
29. Will the project require an EA or an EIS? 
Review the CE Programmatic Agreement  (Type III CE Impact Criteria Checklist pages 20-21) to determine potential project impact thresholds. 

30.  Is there a potential for impacts to trigger a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Individual Section 404 Permit (IP)?
This question will require additional evaluation during project development Using express conceptual design right of way limits and wetland and stream mapping available in ATLAS. Calculate potential impacts to waters of the US.
Note impacts to wetlands to the nearest 0.1 acre and to streams to the nearest 10 feet. Generally, a project may require a Section 404 IP if it would impact more than 0.5-acre of non-tidal Waters of the US or 0.3-acre of tidal waters or if there would be more than 300 liner feet of stream impacts per individual crossing/system.

31. Could the project require an easement from major facilities that would need additional coordination (FERC facilities, railroads, airports, etc.)?
Review ATLAS to determine if there are FERC-licensed areas within the project scoping study area. Review aerials to determine if other major facilities are in the project area. 



32. Would the project require a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) permit?
Review NCDOT’s USCG Stream Coordination Map to determine if the project impacts a navigable waterway that may require coordination and permitting with the USCG. 
Refer to USCG Stream Coordination Map

33. Could the project impact protected federal lands (e.g., U.S. Forest Service (USFS), US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Military/Department of Defense), Tribal Lands, or infrastructure covered under Section 408 [Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and codified in 33 USC 408]?
Review ATLAS to determine if the project crosses or may affect federal lands. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk88224551]Other Issues
34. Could the project involve GeoEnvironmental Sites of Concern such as gas stations, dry cleaners, landfills, etc.?
Note any potential properties based on review of aerial photography or from NC OneMap/ATLAS data and the NCDEQ Site Locator Map.
Refer to NCDEQ Site Locator Map 

35. Are there other issues that may affect project decisions that should be considered during project development?
Note any other issues that should be considered during project development.

2. Conclusion

Is the Preliminary Environmental Checklist considered complete?
O Yes O No	Clear
