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[bookmark: _Toc452649761][bookmark: _Toc453361456][bookmark: _Toc453361468][bookmark: _Toc453367032][bookmark: _Toc453367066][bookmark: _Toc453367120][bookmark: _Toc453367134][bookmark: _Toc453367147][bookmark: _Toc453367158][bookmark: _Toc454313834][bookmark: _Toc64575785]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc64575786]General Description
Provide a brief description of the project vicinity, including local jurisdictions, major land uses, and character (i.e., urban/rural, topography, etc.). Include a figure showing the project vicinity and project scoping study area.
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575787]Background
[bookmark: Junk]Determine if the project is included in a current Metropolitan Transportation Plan, Comprehensive Transportation Plan, or other Long Range Transportation Plan. If it is, note the name and date of the plan and any relevant project information (description, horizon year, etc.).
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575788]Purpose and Need
Provide a brief write-up of the problem statement and purpose and need for the project.  
     
It should be noted that a Project Scoping Technical Report is a preliminary document that is the initial step in the planning and design process for a candidate project and not the product of exhaustive environmental or design effort. The purpose of this Project Scoping Technical Report is to describe the proposed project, including cost, and identify potential issues/problems that may require consideration in the planning and design phases. 
If a candidate project is identified for funding in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), the Project Scoping Technical Report is followed by a rigorous planning and design process that meets the appropriate requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and/or State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).
[bookmark: _Toc64575789]Previous Studies
Identify any previous studies that may have included or referenced the project (e.g., local plans, corridor studies) and provide a list.
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575790]Adjacent Projects
List any STIP projects within 3 miles of the project (see http://ncdot.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html or ATLAS).
Other proposed NCDOT Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) projects included in the 20xx-20xx STIP adjacent to or within three miles of the project vicinity are included in Table 1.
[bookmark: _Ref487193342][bookmark: _Toc33086777]Table 1. STIP Projects in the Vicinity
	County
	STIP Project
	Description
	Schedule (LET/ROW/Construction)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc64575791]Crash Analysis
Include crash data and analysis.
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575792][bookmark: _Toc453361476][bookmark: _Toc453367040][bookmark: _Toc453367074][bookmark: _Toc453367128][bookmark: _Toc453367142][bookmark: _Toc453367155][bookmark: _Toc453367166]Express Design Evaluation
[bookmark: _Toc64575793]Recommended Design Concepts
Describe the recommended design concept(s) developed during the express design evaluation. 
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575794]Other Concepts Considered
Summarize other design concepts considered but not developed during the express design evaluation.
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575795]Traffic Volumes
Include projected traffic volumes, levels of service, and capacity analysis, if available.
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575796]Maintenance of Traffic/Constructability
Include brief conceptual maintenance of traffic/constructability narrative prepared in the express design evaluation. 
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575797]Design Concept Impacts and Costs
[bookmark: _Toc64575798]Impacts
Summarize potential impacts of the build concepts. 
     
The Project Scoping Technical Report is not the product of an exhaustive environmental or design effort, but rather an initial step to this process. The impacts are based on a screening of readily available GIS data. It is assumed that a more detailed impacts analysis would be performed during the NEPA/SEPA phase.
[bookmark: _Toc64575799]Costs
Include estimated construction, right of way, and utilities costs for the project.
Cost estimates have been developed for the proposed project design concept(s) based upon the conceptual designs. Table 2 shows cost estimates for the design concept(s) for construction, utility relocations, and right of way.

[bookmark: _Ref511645715][bookmark: _Toc494394950][bookmark: _Toc33086778]Table 2. Cost Estimates
	Design Concept
	Construction Costs 
	Utility Relocation Costs
	Right of Way Costs
	Total Costs

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc64575800]Existing Conditions
[bookmark: _Toc64575801]Land Use
Describe existing land use in the project area.
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575802]Community Resources
List the following community resources in the vicinity (1,000’ feet) of the project:
Schools
Places of Worship & Cemeteries
Parks, Greenways, Publicly Owned Recreational Facilities, etc.
Water and Wastewater
Emergency Management Services

     
A detailed community resource study was not conducted for this Project Scoping Technical Report. GIS- level research and a preliminary site review were completed. Figure X shows the location of documented community resources within and near the project study area.
[bookmark: _Toc64575803]Cultural Resources
Include a brief description of known cultural resources within the project right of way and in the vicinity (1,000 feet) of the project.
[bookmark: _Toc64575804]Historic Resources
Records and maps of the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (NC SHPO) were reviewed using the NC SHPO GIS database for historic architectural resources that had been identified in previous survey, or that were listed in or had been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Table 3 provides a list of previously identified historic resources found within the 1,000 feet of the project area. More detailed evaluations of these properties and the potential effects of the project on these resources would be conducted during the project development phase.
[bookmark: _Ref506990760][bookmark: _Ref494379132][bookmark: _Toc33086779]Table 3. Historic Resources
	Name
	ID
	Status
	Location

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc64575805]Archaeological Resources
The Project Scoping Technical Report is not the product of an exhaustive environmental or design effort, but rather an initial step to this process, the environmental impacts are based on a screening of readily available GIS data.  At this stage, Archaeological resources were not evaluated. It is assumed that a more detailed impact analysis would be performed during the NEPA/SEPA phase. 
[bookmark: _Toc64575806]Natural Environment
A detailed environmental study was not conducted for this Project Scoping Technical Report. GIS-level research and a preliminary site review were completed. Figure X shows the preliminary conceptual design and location of environmental features within the project area.
[bookmark: _Toc64575807]Water Quality Resources
     
[bookmark: _Toc33086780]Table 4. Surface Water Classifications
	Surface Water Name
	Classification 

	
	

	
	


[bookmark: _Toc64575808]Jurisdictional Features
Jurisdictional “Waters of the United States,”, including wetlands, are protected under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA). Any action that proposes impacts to waters of the United States falls under the jurisdiction of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) through Section 404 of the CWA (33 U.S.C. 1344) and under the jurisdiction of the NC Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) through the Section 401 Water Quality Certification Process (NC General Statutes Chapter 143 Article 21, Part 1). Encroachments into areas determined as subject under CWA must be reviewed and approved by the USACE through the Section 404 program.
A NRTR will be prepared during project development to fully identify and evaluate impacts to these resources. For the purposes of this report, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory (NWI) data for wetlands and NCDEQ’s online mapping for streams or other water bodies that may be present within 1,000 feet of the project were reviewed. Based on a preliminary review of NWI mapping, NCDEQ’s online mapping for streams, and conceptual ROW limits conducted on INSERT DATE, the project would impact approximately xxx feet of freshwater streams and x.x acres of wetland. 
[bookmark: _Toc64575809]Protected Species
Species with the federal status of endangered (E), threatened (T) are protected under provisions of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 as amended (16 USC 1531 et. seq.). Any action likely to adversely affect a species classified as federally protected will be subject to review by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). As of DATE, the USFWS lists INSERT NUMBER federally protected species for NAME County (Table 5). 
     
[bookmark: _Ref506990684][bookmark: _Toc33086781][bookmark: _Ref487208353]Table 5. Federally Protected Species listed for       County(ies)
	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Federal Status
	County (if multiple)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Source: Endangered and Threatened Species and Species of Concern by County for North Carolina (USFWS 2017)
E=endangered; T=threatened; FSC=federal species of concern
BGPA=Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
	


[bookmark: _Toc64575810]Existing NCDOT Mitigation Sites
Note any NCDOT mitigation sites in or within 1,000 feet of the project area.
     
[bookmark: _Toc64575811]Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Resources
Protection of floodways and floodplains is required under 23 CFR 650A; Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management; and US Department of Transportation (USDOT) Order 550.2, Floodplain Management and Protection. The intent of these regulations is to avoid or minimize highway encroachments within the 100-year (base) floodplains or regulatory floodway, where practicable, and to avoid supporting land use development that is incompatible with floodplain values. 
Based on a preliminary review of data available on the North Carolina Flood Risk Information System,      . 
In addition, there are/are not FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program buyout properties within the vicinity of the project area.
[bookmark: _Toc64575812]Coordination and Comments
[bookmark: _Toc64575813]Stakeholder Coordination
Summarize coordination with stakeholders during the Express Design Evaluation and Project Scoping Process. Note any comments on the design concepts that should be incorporated during project development. Refer to the attached draft Public Involvement Plan.

[bookmark: _Toc64575814]NEPA/Section 404 Merger Process
Note the results of Merger Pre-Screening and, if applicable, summarize Merger Screening and Concurrence Point 1 activities. Refer to attachments as needed.
[bookmark: _Toc64575815]Recommendations
This section should discuss state vs federal funding considerations based on potential impacts and costs, as well as a recommendation as to whether the project is better suited for central or division management. Note the recommended preferred design option and related cost and impacts. Also indicate the level and type of environmental document anticipated in the next phase, as well as the anticipated time to accomplish the environmental and design work (Preliminary, Right of Way, and Final Plans) and a summary of the Delivery Method/Contract Type Recommendation Form. Summarize project risks.
     


[bookmark: _Toc64575816]References
Document references used.
     


[bookmark: _Toc64575817]ATTACHMENTS
Attach supporting documentation as needed
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